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Our inspiration
We honor the memories of victims

 of road crashes the world over. 

They shatter our hearts and strengthen our resolve.



The winnable battle. These were the words used by our colleagues at the Centers 
or Disease Control to describe the global road crash crisis at a recent briefi ng on 
Capitol Hill, sponsored by ASIRT and Representatives Chris Van Hollen and 
Alcee Hastings. The words effectively capture both the enormous challenges we 
face and our cautious but justifi able optimism as we confront this crisis.

We are battling an enemy that kills or seriously injures someone every 6 seconds. 
It is an enemy that we confront daily as we travel to and from our work, study or 
leisure activities. We are vulnerable in our own countries and when we journey 
abroad. While everyone is affected, the young are particularly at risk. Road 
crashes are the leading cause of death for young people, ages 10 to 29. This fact 
became painfully personal when my 25-year-old son, Aron, was killed along with 
23 other passengers in a bus crash in Turkey. It became an agonizing reality for 
our dear friends and honorees, David and Shadia Blanchard, whose 17-year-old 
daughter, Deana, was killed by a speeding bus as she attempted to cross a busy 
street in Egypt.

Yet, there are many reasons to be hopeful. Signifi cant progress has been made 
since the founding of ASIRT in 1995. Momentum is building. We are truly at 
a Global Crossroads to a Safe Future. There is a growing realization that road 
crashes are preventable. The United Nations General Assembly has declared 
2011-2020 the Decade of Action for Road Safety, with a goal of saving 5 million 
lives and preventing 50 million injuries. The Decade has been launched by 100 
countries, each of which is committed to taking meaningful steps to improve 
road safety. Bloomberg Philanthropies, recognizing that road safety has been a 
seriously underfunded health issue, has invested funds in its Global Road Safety 
Program. A Global Alliance of Road Safety NGOs has been established and is 
planning many exciting and innovative programs.

ASIRT plays a pivotal role in these and many other road safety initiatives. We 
continue to broaden and expand our efforts as we are called upon to take on an 
increasingly greater role. Our future agenda grows more ambitious as we attempt 
to further infl uence high-level policy makers, gain media attention, advocate for 
more effective laws and enforcement, strengthen and support other road safety 
NGOs, improve road safety around schools, expand our corporate partnerships 
and reach out to more study-abroad programs. ASIRT is fully committed to 
ensuring that the Arons and Deanas of the future will return safely home.

ASIRT’s accomplishments would not have been possible without the dedication 
and talent of our magnifi cent staff, Board of Directors, Advisory Board, interns, 
supporters and friends. Congratulations to our outstanding honorees. We are 
deeply grateful for the extraordinary role that you play in ensuring that the 
winnable battle is ultimately won.

Rochelle Sobel 
President, ASIRT

Global Crossroads to a Safe Future
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Dinner Reception Awards
Congressional Leadership in Global Road Safety Award

Representative Chris Van Hollen

The State of  ASIRT
Rochelle Sobel, President 

ASIRT Global Leadership Award
Network of Employers for Traffi c Safety

Acceptance by Jack Hanley, Executive Director

ASIRT Industry Leadership Award
Douglas I. Greenhaus, Chief Regulatory Counsel, 

Environment, Health and Safety,
National Automobile Dealers Association

ASIRT Community Leadership Award
Debra L. Weinstein, Ph.D.

Aron Sobel Guardian Award
David and Shadia Blanchard

Egyptian Society for Road Safety

Closing Remarks
Paula and Andy Shoyer, 2013 Gala Chairs

Raffle Prize Winners

Dessert

Please drive home safely!
www.asirt.org



4 ASIRT Gala 2013

Honorees

Congressional Leadership in Global Road Safety Award 

Representative Chris Van Hollen
Congressman Chris Van Hollen, elected in 2002, represents 
the Eighth District of  Maryland and was reelected in 2012 
as the top Democrat on the House Budget Committee. 
Rep. Van Hollen’s leadership has helped to obtain funding 
for a wide range of  critical investments in the community, 
including public transportation in the Washington National 
Capital area. A champion of  education, energy, the 
environment, health care, and civil rights, Congressman 
Van Hollen has received numerous leadership awards 

from nonprofi t organizations for his legislative activities. He also received 
the “Courageous Leadership Award” from The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Committee in 2012. He is a long-standing ASIRT champion and Co-chair of  
the Congressional Caucus on Global Road Safety.

ASIRT Global Leadership Award

Network of Employers for Traffic Safety
The Network of  Employers for Traffi c 
Safety is an employer-led public/private 
partnership dedicated to improving the 
safety and health of  employees, their 

families, and members of  the communities in which they live and work, by 
preventing traffi c crashes that occur both on- and off-the-job.  NETS publishes 
“Strength in Numbers” annual safety benchmark surveys, monthly newsletters, 
and has launched “Drive Safely Work Week” campaigns each year. 

Executive Director Jack Hanley, accepting the award for NETS, leads the 
organization’s road safety efforts including marketing the Novice Driver’s Road 
Map and the NETSWork e-newsletter. Mr. Hanley also represents NETS on 
the UN Road Safety Collaboration, the principal steering committee for the 
Decade of  Action for Road Safety 2011-2020. 



ASIRT Industry Leadership Award 

Douglas I. Greenhaus
As Chief  Regulatory Counsel, Environment, Health, and 
Safety for the National Automobile Dealers Association 
(NADA), Doug Greenhaus represents dealer interests 
before federal agencies including the EPA, DOT and 
DOL. He counsels NADA members and staff  on 
federal regulatory matters, has authored numerous trade 
publication articles and educational materials, and is a 
frequent industry speaker. Mr. Greenhaus currently serves 
on the ASIRT Board of  Directors and holds a B.A. in 

political science/environmental studies from the University of  Vermont and a 
J.D. from George Washington University. 

ASIRT Community Leadership Award 

Debra L. Weinstein, Ph.D.
Debra Weinstein is Assistant Director at the Institute for 
Bioscience and Biotechnology Research, University of  
Maryland. Dedicated to community volunteerism, she 
is a former ASIRT Board member who remains actively 
involved in projects, and a former Board member of  Beth 
Sholom Congregation in Potomac, where she served as 
President. She is a hospice care volunteer for the Jewish 
Social Service Agency and has volunteered on committees 
for the Jewish Federation of  Greater Washington. Dr. 

Weinstein received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology from the 
Uniformed Services University of  the Health Sciences in Bethesda. 

Aron Sobel Guardian Award 

Shadia  and David Blanchard
Veteran international travelers Shadia and David met in 
1984 while both were working in Syria. Their daughter 
Deana, born in 1986, perished when she was hit by a bus 
while crossing the Nile Corniche in Maadi, Egypt. In her 
honor, David founded the Egyptian Society for Road Safety, 
which built the pedestrian safety bridge across the Corniche, 
and Shadia creates jewelry to support an orphanage and 
scholarship fund. David has worked abroad in numerous 
countries including Egypt, Syria, Tunisia, Australia and Brazil. 
He holds Bachelor and Masters degrees in geology from San 

Jose State University and San Francisco State University.  Shadia worked in Qatar 
for the FAA, later relocating back home to Damascus, Syria. She holds a B.A. in 
English Literature from Damascus University.
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Corporate Members
Marsh and McLellan Companies, Inc.

McKinsey & Company
Shell Upstream International B.V.

Study Abroad Members
 • The College of William and Mary • Cornell University • 

Dartmouth College • The George Washington University • 
Georgia Institute of Technology • Hartwick College • Ithaca 
College • Lakeside School • Madison Area Technical College 

• University of Colorado, Denver • University of Georgia • 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute • Yale University • 

PATRONS
Chrysler Corporation
Ford Motor Company

General Motors
Hyundai

Sinan Karaca
Sharon and Steven Lieberman

NADA - National Automobile Dealers Association 
Rochelle and Solomon Sobel

Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

CHAMPIONS
AAM, Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

Ricki and Albert Cytryn
GCA - Global Citizens Association

Debra Weinstein and Stafford Goldstein
Linda and Meyer Katzper

Pencoyd Family Trust, Elizabeth and Howard Morgan
Ellen and Allan Silverstein

Evelyn Marcus-Wheeler and Charles Wheeler

A Special Thanks
to our Members, Sponsors and Benefactors
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PROTECTORS
Association of Global Automakers, Inc. 
Paul Blank Invitational Football Game

Lisa and Jonny Charnoff
Debra Sunshine and Abraham Cherrick

Miriam and David Cohen
Barbara Goot and Michael Gamson

Allison and Lawrence Green
Lisa and Douglas Greenhaus

Mildred and Ambassador Marc Grossman
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

Trudy and Howard Jacobson
Jocelyn and Danny Krifcher

Deborah Katz and Ruben Lamdany
Rosie and Peter Rodney

Joan and Marvin Rosenberg
Paula and Andrew Shoyer

Julie and Eric Skolnick
Volkswagen of America, Inc.
Susan and Alan Zuckerman
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SUPPORTERS
Francine Grossbart and Arnold Aaron

Dennis Berman Family Foundation, Inc.
ExxonMobil Foundation

Judy and Gerry Frank
Wendy Baldwin and Dell H. Futrell

Nancy and Paul Hamburger
Alexandra and Michael Harrington
Michelle Brafman and Thomas Helf

Elena Kiang
Stein Lundebye

MADA - Maryland Automobile Dealers Association
Hindy and Julian Orenstein



HONOR ROLL
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SUPPORTERS
Karen Zacharia and Raymond Paretzky

Kimberly Harrington and Rick Somarriba
Jacklin and Mozafar Somekhian

Deborah Miller and Adam Strickberger
WANADA -Washington Area New Automobile 

Dealers Association
Susan Lilly and Samuel Whitehill

Susan and Jack Yanovski

Wendi and Danny Abramowitz
Jill and Jack Aharon

Susy and Daniel Altmann
Anonymous

Renee and Gilad Arie
Melissa and Mark Arking

Tim Athan
Aaron Berman

Sue and Wayne Bizer
Shadia and David Blanchard

Paul Blank
Debra Vodenos and 
Samuel Boxerman

Daniel Brod
Anita Wolke Brooks and 

Kenneth Brooks
Bunny and Jerome Chapman

Karen and Jeffrey Cohen
Kim and Steve Cohen

Kathryn Gill and David B. Cook
Deborah and Donald Cymrot

Melissa Goldman 
and Alan Davidson 

Ginette and Max Dekelbaum
Rona and Martin Dollinger

Stephanie and Mark Eidelman
Yonit and Robert Eisdorfer

Debra and Daniel Eisenstein
Naomi and Reuben Eisenstein

Beki and Jonathan Engler
Pamela Auerbach and 

Douglas J. Feith
Lilly and Elliot Feldman

Carol and Andrew Ferrentino
Debra Rosenman and 
Rabbi Lyle Fishman

Annette and Bernard Forseter
Elizabeth Singer and Nathan Fox

Laura and Rabbi Aaron Frank
Judith and Gerald Frank

Daniella and Marc Friedman
G Street Fabrics

Mona and Jerry Gabry
Marcelle and Albert Garih

Sharon Pohoryles and Jim Gelb
Judith and Joel Goldberg
Elissa and Saul Goldfarb

Myra and Gordon Gondos
Carolyn and Douglas Greene
Marlene and Basil Herzstein

Sarah and Edward Himmelfarb
Angela Gadsby and Avi Hofman

Virginia and Charles Hurley
Kimberly and Seth Ingall

Kathy and Kenneth Ingber
Joanne and Mark Jacobson
Barbara and Stuart Jones

Yael and Donald Kane
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Barbara and David Karp
Vera and Menachem Katz

Miriam Katzman
Kirlin Mid-Atlantic, LLC

Katey and Andrew Koblenz
Judith and Frederick Kranz

Ora Pearlstein and Josh Kranz
Tanya and Albert Lampert

Tammy and Jonathan Landy
Shulamit Kahn and Kevin Lang

Phyllis and Jeffrey Lavine
Liza and Michael Levy

Caryl Lieberman
Avivah Litan

Judith and Daniel Matz
Karen and Robert Meister

Scott Miller
Gail Daumit and Ronald Minsk

Sharon and Austin Moede
Jill and Ian Myers

Lynn and Randy Morgan
Annette Bicher and Kenneth Nechin

Geraldine Nussbaum
Nicole and Mitchell Nydish

Bashi and Roger Packer

HONOR ROLL

Freida and Jeffrey Paskow
Francine Strauss and 

Joel Rabinovitz
Lawrence Randolph

Sharon and Russell Roberts
Tsippora and Jim Rosenberg

Roza and Henry Rusinek 
Caren and Jesse Sadikman

Debbie Fisch and Gideon Sasson
Joanne Satterfi eld

Ilene and Sydney Schneider
Stacy and David Schlactus

Nancy and Ira Shapiro
Lissa and Andrew Shorr

Debbie Wilgoren and Richard Silber
Cathy and George Silberman

Ann Wimpfheimer and 
Edward Snyder

Judy and Bertram Spector
Amy and Jud Subar

Margot and Phil Sunshine
Wendy and Andrew Swire

Paul Weinstein
Isabel Einzig-Wien

T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc. 

Patrons - $5,000
Champions - $2,000
Protectors - $1,000
Supporters - $500

Honor Roll - $100-$499
Includes all contributions made to ASIRT FY2013 as of 5/8/13

ASIRT is grateful for the support of Bloomberg Philanthropies

A copy of the current fi nancial statement of the Association for Safe International Road 
Travel, ASIRT, is available by writing 12320 Parklawn Drive, Rockville, MD 20852 or 

by calling 1-240-249-0100. Documents and information submitted under the Maryland 
Solicitations Act are also available, for the cost of postage and copies, from the Maryland 

Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis MD 21401, 410-974-5534.
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Personal Greetings
Remembering Aron always 
David and Kathryn Gill Cook

In loving memory of Aron Sobel
Miriam Katzman

In memory of Aron
Josh and Ora Kranz

In memory of Aron Sobel
Jeff and Freida Paskow

In honor of Dr. Debra Weinstein
Nancy and Paul Hamburger

In honor of Debbie Weinstein
Liza and Michael Levy

Thank you, Debbie, for your continued support of ASIRT! 
Karen and Bob Meister

In honor of Dr. Debra Weinstein
Bunny and Paul Weinstein

In loving memory of Lulu Kiang-Wang
Elena Kiang

In honor of Rochelle Sobel
Melissa and Mark Arking

In appreciation of Rochelle Sobel
Debbie Vodenos and Sam Boxerman

In honor of Rochelle Sobel
Hindy and Julian Orenstein

We wish you continued success.  
Daniella, Marc , Avital, Yael and Eran Friedman

In memory of Ozgecan Turna
Sinan Karaca

In gratitude to our magnifi cent honorees, ASIRT supporters and our 
talented and dedicated staff.  With  love and appreciation, Rochelle
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Rochelle,
We want to thank you 

for all of your wonderful 
contributions to our 

community. 
With great admiration 

and affection,
Ricki and Albert Cytryn

Mazel Tov 
To 

Debra Weinstein: 

An inspiration and 
role model to all who 

know her  

from her husband 
and family

Thank you to Paula and Andy 
for chairing this year’s event.

K’ol Hakavod! 
Thank you to Rochelle - 
a continuing inspiration 

to all of us.
Trudy & Howard Jacobson 

Avi, Rachel & Sam
Jeremy Jacobson

Shira & Ross Broms

Congratulations to 
ASIRT for its many years 
of being a world leader in 
promoting international 

road safety!

Linda and Meyer Katzper

Love to our friend and 
teacher, Rochelle, and 
Mazal Tov to tonight’s 

honorees.

Jocelyn and Danny Krifcher

Congratulations 
to the 

Honorees.
Deborah Katz and 
Ruben Lamdany

Thanks to Rochelle and the 
ASIRT staff for their 

incredible dedication, 
and congratulations to 

the honorees.
Susan and Alan Zuckerman



In Loovinngg MMMeemmmooorryy ooff 
OOurr DDeaar DDDauugghhtteerr, 

DDeaannaa 

Shaddia aandd DDaaviidd BBlaanncchharrdd

Well deserved 
congratulations to 
all of the honorees! 

ASIRT demonstrates 
that a few can make a huge 

difference for the many. 
Joan and Marvin Rosenberg

In Loving Memory of 
Our Dear Daughter, 

Deana 

Shadia and David Blanchard
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Thank You
HONORARY COMMITTEE

U.S. Congress: Representative Michael Capuano • Senator Benjamin L. Cardin 
• Representative Alcee Hastings • Representative Eddie Bernice Johnson • 
Representative Hank Johnson • Representative Barbara Lee •  Representative 
Nita Lowey • Senator Barbara A. Mikulski • Representative Henry A. Waxman

Ambassadors: H.E. Cyrille S. Oguin, Benin • H.E. Hem Heng, Cambodia • 
H.E. Gary Doer, Canada • H.E. Mohamed Mostafa Mohamed Tawfi k, Egypt 
• H.E. Ritva Koukku-Ronde, Finland • H.E. François Delattre, France • H.E. 
Gudmundur A. Stefansson, Iceland • H.E. Dr. Dino Patti Djalal, Indonesia • 
U.S. Ambassador Stuart E. Jones, Kingdom of Jordan • H.E. Elkanah Odembo, 
Kenya • H.E. Hunaina Sultan Ahmed Al-Mughairy, Oman • H.E. Felipe Ortiz 
de Zevallos, Peru • H.E. Ryszard Marian Schnepf, Poland • H.E. Nuno Brito, 
Portugal • H.E. Mohammed Bin Abdullah Al Rumaihi, Qatar • H.E. Sergey I. 
Kislyak, Russia • H.E. Ebrahim Rasool, South Africa • H.E. Jonas Hafström, 
Sweden • H.E. Rudolph Simon Bekink, The Netherlands • H.E. Namik Tan, 
Turkey • U.S. Ambassador Francis J. Ricciardone, Jr., Republic of Turkey • H.E. 
Sir Peter Westmacott, United Kingdom • H.E. Nguyen Quoc Cuong, Vietnam

DINNER COMMITTEE
Event Chairs: Andy and Paula Shoyer • Raffl e Chairs: Sharon Lieberman and 
Joan Rosenberg • Members: Danny and Susy Altmann • Gilad and Renee Arie 
• Mark and Melissa Arking • Paul Blank • Jonny and Lisa Charnoff • Abraham 
Cherrick and Debra Sunshine • David and Miriam Cohen • Steve and Kim Cohen 
• Albert and Ricki Cytryn • Debbie Fisch • Michael and Lisa Fisher • Nathan 
Fox and Elizabeth Singer • Jerry and Judy Frank • Deborah Gamson • Ken and 
Amanda Goldstein • Lisa Greenhaus • Paul and Nancy Hamburger • Ira and 
Karen Hammerman • Michael and Alexandra Harrington • Ken and Kathy Ingber 
• Howard and Trudy Jacobson • Menachem and Vera Katz • Meyer and Linda 
Katzper • Andy and Katey Koblenz • Fred and Judi Kranz • Danny and Jocelyn 
Krifcher • Ruben Lamdany and Deborah Katz • Jonathan and Tammy Landy • 
Jeffrey and Phyllis Lavine • Adam and Belinda Lehman • Steve Lieberman • Stein 
Lundebye • Steve and Jen Marks • Robert and Karen Meister • Ben and Donna 
Meltzer • Randy and Lynn Morgan • Mitchell and Nicole Nydish • Roger and 
Bashi Packer • Lawrence Randolph • Peter and Rosie Rodney • Marvin Rosenberg 
• David and Stacy Schlactus • Darryl and Pam Shrock • Mike and Maria Sloan • 
Andrew and Wendy Swire • Ron and Tali Waksman • Charles Wheeler and Evelyn 
Marcus-Wheeler • Colin and Audrey Winston • Alan and Susan Zuckerman

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Raffl e Donors: Varda Avnisan, Nira Berry, Sharon and Steve Lieberman, Mervis 
Diamond Importers, Lynn and Randy Morgan, Rockville Interiors, Joan and 
Marvin Rosenberg, Erika Dickstein and Todd Rosenberg, the Shalom Group, 
Paula Shoyer, Rep. Chris Van Hollen, Mindy Weisel; Awards: Avy Ashery; 
Consultants: Ted Besch, Jill Myers; Catering: Signature Catering; Volunteers: 
Annette and Richard Lakein, Annumeet Rao
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We are grateful to the ASIRT Board of Directors, Offi cers 
& Members of the Advisory Board for their guidance and 

dedication to advance the mission and vision of ASIRT.

Founder and President
Rochelle Sobel

First Vice President
Judith Kranz

Vice Presidents
Daniel Brod
Linda Katzper
Andrew Koblenz
Steve Lieberman
H. Randall Morgan
Joan Rosenberg
Laurie Wexler

Secretary
Paul Blank

Of Counsel
Charles Wheeler

State Department Liaison
Lawrence Randolph

Board of Directors
Dave Feinman
Judith R. Frank
Doug Greenhaus
Dr. Stephen Hargarten
Michael Harrington
Charles Hurley
Mark Jacobson
Sharon Lieberman
Stein Lundebye
Marvin Rosenberg
Dr. Elizabeth Singer
Susan Zuckerman

Advisory Board
Ambassador Marc Grossman
Stuart Jones
Dr. Austin Moede
Honorable Charles Njonjo
Dr. Allan Silverstein
Dr. Solomon Sobel
Robert Wexler

Staff
Executive Director
Cathy Silberman 
Director of Research
Bonnie Ramsey
Researchers/Writers
Kristin Fletcher, 
Elise Jaffe, Rebecca Ogle, 
Debra Bokur-Rawsthorne

Special Projects Manager 
Gayle Nadler 
International Program 
Coordinator
Marieannette Otero 
Director, Marketing and 
Development
Julie F. Skolnick



16 ASIRT 2012 

THE VISION
One World One Road…
ASIRT envisions a world 
in which road safety is an 
international priority built into 
the way we all live and the risk 
of road crashes continues to 
signifi cantly decline 
for all people everywhere.

THE MISSION
ASIRT’s mission is to save lives 
and minimize crash-related 
injuries by assisting travelers 
to manage road risks and by 
inspiring the world to take 
actions to improve road safety. 
ASIRT accomplishes this 
mission through education, 
advocacy and the creation 
and support of exemplary, 
sustainable road safety 
programs and partnerships 
worldwide.

A S I R T
Association for Safe International Road Travel

12320 Parklawn Drive
Rockville, Maryland 20852 USA
Phone: (240) 249-0100
Fax: (301) 230-0411
Facebook.com/ASIRT.org 
Email: asirt@asirt.org
Web: www.asirt.org


