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Our inspiration
We honor the memories of victims of road 
crashes the world over. They shatter our hearts 
and strengthen our resolve.



As parents, grandparents and citizens of the world, we feel deeply 
committed to creating a safe and secure environment for our young. In 
order to do so, we identify and minimize all potential risks so that our 
youth can grow and thrive. Unfortunately, for far too long, road crashes 
have been a “hidden risk,” an unrecognized threat which has broken 
hearts, devastated families and drained economies.

The facts, which have at last come to world attention, are sobering. 
Road crashes are the number one cause of death for young people in the 
United States and the world over. Every minute a young person is killed 
or seriously injured in a road crash. According to the World Health 
Organization, road traffic fatalities have become a plague on the young.
The world must commit to reduce the global death toll by half by 2030 
as part of the post-2015 sustainable development agenda.

In recognition of this crisis, the United Nations Road Safety 
Collaboration, of which ASIRT is an active member, has agreed to make 
the safety of the young on the roads the focus of the next UN Global 
Road Safety week in 2015. 
  
ASIRT has always been deeply committed to the protection of all 
travelers on the roads. However, since its inception, the organization 
has been particularly concerned about the safety of our youth. ASIRT 
was founded in response to the death of my 25 year-old son Aron in a 
road crash, with the painful realization that it is the young who are most 
often the victims. 

It is for this reason that ASIRT’s 2014 gala is dedicated to SAFE YOUTH, 
SAFE ROADS, SAFE FUTURE. Thank you for your commitment, 
support and encouragement as we work together to create a world in 
which young people can safely reach tomorrow. 

Rochelle Sobel
President, ASIRT

Safe Youth, Safe Roads, Safe Future 
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Dinner Reception

Awards Presentation
Rochelle Sobel, President 

ASIRT Aron Sobel Guardian Award
Charles W. Wheeler
ASIRT Of Counsel

ASIRT Education Abroad Leadership Award
Bill Frederick, Founder and Principal

Lodestone Safety International

ASIRT Youth Leadership Award
NOYS, National Organizations for Youth Safety

Acceptance by Anita Boles, M.P.A., Executive Director 

ASIRT Global Corporate Conscience Award
Shell International Petroleum Company

Acceptance by Victoria Tañas, Logistics Team Lead, 
(Interim ) Production Control Integration Manager, 

Production Excellence

ASIRT Road Safety Champion Award
Bill Bronrott, Deputy Administrator

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation

Closing Remarks
Paula and Andy Shoyer, 2014 Gala Chairs 

Please drive home safely!
www.asirt.org



ASIRT Aron Sobel Guardian Award

Charles W. Wheeler
After graduating from the University of Wisconsin 
with a B.A. in 1967 and a J.D. in 1970, Chuck spent 
seven years working in various legal positions in 
Madison, Wisconsin. He moved to Washington, DC 
in 1977 to pursue a masters in tax law, graduating from 
Georgetown University Law School in 1978. Chuck 
worked for the U.S. Chamber of Commerce from 1978 to 
1981 as Chief Tax Attorney and in 1981 was appointed by 
Commissioner of the IRS Roscoe Egger as one of three 

Special Assistants to the Commissioner. Subsequently, Chuck’s professional 
career included partner level positions at major trade associations and 
accounting firms in DC, most recently at Alston & Bird, LLP. Since retiring 
in 2010, Chuck works with ASIRT and other non-profits on a pro bono 
basis, currently serving as ASIRT Of Counsel.
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Honorees
ASIRT Global Corporate Conscience Award

Shell International Petroleum Company
Shell is an international oil and gas company operating in over 
80 countries. Shell’s staff and contractors drive more than 1.1 
billion kilometers each year to deliver products to customers 
or keep operations running. That is equivalent to driving about 
75 times around the world each day. Getting road safety right 

is a top priority of Shell – and a serious challenge. Shell’s vision is to be a 
world class leader in road safety. The objective for achieving that vision is the 
elimination of all road transport incidents as a result of their road transport 
activities. Shell keeps drivers safe by enforcing global road safety standards 
and life-saving rules. Shell works with communities and global partners to 
improve road safety in the countries where they operate. 

Victoria Tañas is a member of Shell Projects and Technology based in 
The Netherlands. Her team is responsible for delivering logistics and 
infrastructure assessment and developing logistics strategies for safe and 
efficient execution of Shell’s capital projects worldwide. With a B.A. in civil 
engineering and an M.B.A., she has over 20 years of experience in logistics 
and project management in the oil and gas industry. These roles provided 
her the opportunity to positively influence improvements in the area of road 
safety through early assessment and identification of risks and threats with 
the provision of recommendations and solutions for project implementation.
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ASIRT Education Abroad Leadership Award

Bill Frederick, Lodestone Safety International
Bill is Founder and Principal of Lodestone Safety 
International. He served as Director of Safety at The 
School for Field Studies (SFS) for eight years, as 
Project Leader for the Forum on Education Abroad’s 
pilot incident database and as Co-Chair for several 
consecutive Forum Standards Institutes on Health, 
Safety, and Security. He led numerous international 
safety reviews and worked for 16 years with Outward 
Bound. As a senior instructor and faculty committee 

member for Wilderness Medical Associates (WMA), he taught emergency 
medicine to educators, rescue teams, and international service organizations 
in over a dozen countries and designed WMA’s Travel Medicine First Aid 
course. He has been an emergency medical technician (NREMT) since 1988 
and received a certificate in travel health from the International Society of 
Travel Medicine in 2011. Bill holds a B.A. in psychology from the University 
of Colorado and an M.Ed. from Harvard University. 

ASIRT Youth Leadership Award

NOYS, National Organizations for Youth Safety
NOYS is a coalition of national non-profit 
organizations, business and industry leaders, and 
federal agencies that focus on youth safety and 
health. The coalition’s membership represents over 

80 million youth and adult advisers. The mission of the NOYS coalition is 
to build partnerships that save lives, prevent injuries, and enhance safe and 
healthy lifestyles among all youth and encourage youth empowerment and 
leadership. 

Anita Boles, M.P.A., the Executive Director of the National Organizations 
for Youth Safety (NOYS), will accept the award. During her brief tenure, 
Anita initiated a three-year strategic plan to better define the organization’s 
role in the growing field and expand resources and programs. She continues 
to work with partner organizations to launch Global Youth Traffic Safety 
Month™ each May, so youth across the country can unite to focus on the 
leading cause of death for them and their peers: traffic related crashes. The 
Month also empowers youth to develop and lead traffic safety education 
projects and support law enforcement and affect legislation to protect teen 
drivers. The Teen Distracted Driving Prevention Summit held each fall 
provides an invaluable forum for young people to listen, learn, and share 
ideas that promote safe driving.
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ASIRT Road Safety Champion Award

Bill Bronrott
Bill Bronrott is the Deputy Administrator of the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration at the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. Mr. Bronrott serves as 
Administrator Anne Ferro’s right hand to lead a staff of 
over 1100 FMCSA employees across the nation and to 
direct more than $300 million in Federal grants to states 
for truck and bus safety programs. He works directly 
with staff and commercial vehicle safety stakeholders to 
galvanize support for FMCSA’s core mission of saving 

lives by preventing crashes involving large trucks and buses. 

Mr. Bronrott helps the Agency carry out commercial vehicle safety provisions 
of the Federal surface transportation program, Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century (or MAP-21), which includes an aggressive safety agenda of 
29 new rulemakings and 24 program enhancements. 

Mr. Bronrott plays a pivotal role in overseeing the Agency’s communications, 
educational outreach, and enforcement initiatives. During his tenure, he 
served as a strong advocate for driver health and wellness and advanced 
initiatives to better inform travelers and consumers about safety—encour-
aging bus travelers to “Look Before You Book” and equipping household 
goods consumers with information to “Protect Your Move.” He also 
spearheaded the use of new technology such as mobile applications and 
social media tools, resulting in the launch of a free, easy-to-use “SaferBus” 
mobile app and an FMCSA Facebook page.

Mr. Bronrott has dedicated his career to transportation and public health 
and safety issues. Prior to his FMCSA appointment, he served as an elected 
member of the Maryland General Assembly where he was a leading voice for 
sustainable, transit-oriented and safe communities, and highly recognized 
leader in passage of a wide range of traffic safety measures. As a top aide to 
U.S. Congressman Michael D. Barnes of Maryland, Bill helped launch the 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) movement and the war on drunk 
driving.
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 On 10 April in New York, the 68th session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted by consensus the Russian Federation sponsored resolution 
entitled ‘Improving global road safety’. 
 This resolution recognizes “the progress achieved by the international 
community on road safety” over the past two years, and was based on the 
WHO recommendations contained in the Secretary-General Report aimed at 
“strengthening multilateral cooperation in all major aspects to reduce the level of 
injuries and fatalities caused by road accidents”.
 While acknowledging the positive continued efforts of the Multilateral 
Development Banks Road Safety Initiative, coordinated by the World Bank’s Global 
Road Safety Facility, and their collective actions to scale up road safety management 
capacity and infrastructure safety, improve safety performance measures and scale 
up resources, through the development of systematic country projects in low-and 
middle-income countries, the Resolution also expressed concern that “the number 
of road traffic deaths still remains unacceptably high with an estimated 1.24 million 
lives lost in 2012, and that only 7% of the world’s population is covered by adequate 
laws that address all behavioral risk factors, including the non-use of helmets, 
safety belts and child restraints, driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs, 
inappropriate and excessive speed, and inappropriate use of cell phones, including 
texting, while driving.”
 Importantly, the resolution reinforced the position that “a solution to the 
global road safety crisis can be achieved only through multisectoral collaboration, 
private and public funding mechanisms as well as partnerships involving the 
public and private sectors as well as civil society, including national Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, academia, professional associations, non-governmental 
organizations, victims’ organizations and youth organizations, as well as the media.”
 Member States that have not yet done so were encouraged to “consider 
enacting comprehensive legislation on key risk factors for road traffic injuries.” 
The U.S. showed its support for the issue through the personal statement delivered 
by Permanent Representative Samantha Powers who vouched to co-sponsor the 
resolution.
 In the debate preceding the vote on the Resolution, Governments, including 
Brazil, Jamaica and Russia, also urged inclusion of road safety in the post-2015 
development goals due to be agreed next year. 
 Finally, the Resolution welcomed the offer by the Government of Brazil to 
host the second global high-level conference on road safety to be held in 2015, “to 
bring together delegations of ministers and representatives dealing with transport, 
health, education, safety and related traffic law enforcement issues, to review 
progress in implementing the Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 
and in meeting the goal of the Decade, and provide an opportunity for Member 
States to exchange information and best practices” and requested that the World 
Health Organization and the United Nations regional commissions “facilitate the 
organization of activities, during 2015, for the third United Nations Global Road 
Safety Week with a focus on improving the safety of children in traffic”.

Summary



GRAND PATRON
Shell International Petroleum Company

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Barbaro Group
Genel Energy

Hess Corporation
Marsh and McLellan Companies, Inc.

McKinsey & Company

STUDY ABROAD MEMBERS
 • Atlas Workshops • The Austral Group • Beloit College •  

The College of William and Mary • Cornell University • Douglas College 
• Georgia Institute of Technology • Hartwick College • Hathaway Brown 
• Indiana University • Ithaca College • Lakeside School • Madison Area 

Technical College • Ohio State University • University of Georgia • 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst • University Prep • Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute • Yale University

PATRONS
Chrysler Corporation
Ford Motor Company

General Motors
Sharon and Steven Lieberman

NADA - National Automobile Dealers Association
Ellen and Allan Silverstein

Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc.

CHAMPIONS
AAM- Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers

Ricki and Albert Cytryn
GCA – Global Citizens Association

Karen and Michael Greenzaid

A Special Thanks
to our Members, Sponsors and Benefactors
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CHAMPIONS
Mildred and Ambassador Marc Grossman

Linda and Meyer Katzper
Jennifer and Daniel Mendelson

Lynn and Randy Morgan, Pencoyd Foundation
Paula and Andrew Shoyer

Channa Commanday and David Silverstein
Julie and Eric Skolnick

Rochelle and Solomon Sobel
Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc. 

Evelyn Marcus-Wheeler and Charles Wheeler

PROTECTORS
Association of Global Automakers, Inc.

Shadia and David Blanchard
Paul Blank Invitational Football Game
Debra Sunshine and Abraham Cherrick

Melissa Goldman Davidson and Alan Davidson
Barbara Goot and Michael Gamson

Lisa and Douglas Greenhaus
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

Kathleen and Glenn Katz
Jocelyn and Daniel Krifcher

Deborah Katz and Ruben Lamdany
Gerson Minsk Foundation

Leah and Michael Rogal
Joan and Marvin Rosenberg
Benita and Robert Sandler

Stephanie and Andrew Sporkin
Volkswagen of America, Inc.
Susan and Alan Zuckerman

SUPPORTERS
Francine Grossbart and Arnold Aaron

Elizabeth Singer and Nathan Fox
Judy and Gerry Frank
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SUPPORTERS
Wendy Baldwin and Dell H. Futrell

Marcelle and Albert Garih
Nancy Frumkin and Paul Hamburger
Alexandra and Michael Harrington

Trudy and Howard Jacobson
Irene and Edward Kaplan

Judith and Frederick Kranz
Sharon and Steven Lieberman

Stein Lundebye
Mazda North America

Marcelle and Ronnie Mervis
Annette Bicher and Kenneth Nechin 

Bashi and Roger Packer
Debra and Gerson Panitch

Karen Zacharia and Raymond Paretzky
Harriet Ganson and Elliot Pinta

Roza and Henry Rusinek
Caren and Jesse Sadikman

Kimberly Harrington and Rick Somarriba

HONOR ROLL
Wendi and Danny Abramowitz

Susy and Daniel Altmann
Melissa and Mark Arking
Viviane and Albert Arking

Tim Athan
Donna and Jacob Bardin

Dalia and Rabbi Moshe Bellows
Anna and Aaron Berman

Sue and Wayne Bizer
Eileen Bluestein

Daniel Brod
Anita Wolke Brooks and Kenneth 

Brooks
Bernice and Jerome Chapman

Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School 
Class of 2014

Lisa and Lawrence Cines
Rebecca and Raymond Cohen

Kathryn Gill and David B. Cook
Michelle and Benjamin Cooper
Ginette and Max Dekelbaum

David Einhorn
Anita and Noel Epstein
Lilly and Elliot Feldman
Lisa and Michael Fisher

Debra Rosenman and  
Rabbi Lyle Fishman

Annette and Bernard Forseter
Daniella and Marc Friedman

Mona and Jerry Gabry
Lesley and Robert Gasperow

Nina and Sol Glasner
Judith and Joel Goldberg

Susan Arbuck and Martin Goldrosen
Debra Weinstein and  

Stafford Goldstein
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HONOR ROLL
Susan R. Korsower and Ira Priesman

Lawrence Randolph
Debra Bokur-Rawsthorne and  

James Rawsthorne
Sharon and Russell Roberts

Natalie and Rabbi David Rose
Judith and Richard Rosenbaum

Tzippora and Jim Rosenberg
Marilena Amoni and Don Rymand

Caren and Jesse Sadikman
Sara’s Wish Foundation 

Anne and Charles Schewe 
Ilene and Sydney Schneider

Haniya Silberman and Reuvie 
Schneider

Robin and Daniel Shapiro
Lissa and Andrew Shorr

Cathy and George Silberman
Lauren Brem and Reuben Silberman

Janet and Larry Snider
Ann Wimpfheimer and 

Edward Snyder
Vivian and Michael Sobel
Susan and Brad Stillman

Evelyne and Louis Stroller
Margot and Phil Sunshine
Suzette and Mark Tanen

Julia Korenman and Howard Tracer
Tali and Ron Waksman

Barbara and David Weisel
Stella and Samy Ymar

Nicole Bergen and 
Andrew Zuckerman

ASIRT is grateful 
for the support of 

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Allison and Lawrence Green
Carolyn and Douglas Greene

Lesha and Sam Greengus
Wendy and Rocky Gutin

Marlene and Basil Herzstein
Sarah and Edward Himmelfarb
Angela Gadsby and Avi Hofman

Virginia and Charles Hurley
Kathy and Kenneth Ingber

Jade Family Foundation
Yael and Donald Kane
Lawrence D. Kaplan

Barbara and David Karp
Geraldine Nussbaum Kasoff

Vera and Menachem Katz
Margo Katzper

Miriam Katzman
Katey and Andrew Koblenz
Elaina and Mark Krakauer

Ora Pearlstein and Josh Kranz
Annette and Richard Lakein
Tanya and Albert Lampert 

Aviva and Isaac Landa
Tammy Glatz Landy and  

Jonathan Landy
Shulamit Kahn and Kevin Lang

Phyllis and Jeffrey Lavine
Donna and Jeffrey Lawrence
Belinda and Adam Lehman

Anita and Alan Levine
Liza and Michael Levy
Pam and Rodrigo Levy

Rikki and Nathaniel Lewin
Caryl M. Lieberman

Judith and Daniel Matz
Karen and Robert Meister
Sharon and Austin Moede
Ilana and Keith Molkner

Morgan Language Services Corporation
NOYS - National Organization for 

Youth Safety
Hindy and Julian Orenstein

Sylvia Orenstein
Maggie and Ambassador  

Robert Pearson

 
Includes contributions made  
to ASIRT FY2014 as of 5/8/13

Grand Patrons - $10,000
Patrons - $5,000

Champions - $2,000
Protectors - $1,000
Supporters - $500

Honor Roll - $100-$499



Personal Greetings
In memory of Aron Sobel 

Rabbi Reuven Greenvald
Miriam Katzman

Ellen and Allan Silverstein

In honor of Rochelle Sobel
Francine Grossbart and Arnold Aaron

Jerome and Bunny Chapman
Larry and Allison Green
Roger and Bashi Packer

In honor of Chuck Wheeler 
Lesley and Robert Gasperow

Deborah Katz and Ruben Lamdany
Barbara and David Weisel

In honor of Ethan Greenhaus  – Lisa and Doug Greenhaus

In honor of Randy and Lynn Morgan  – Sharon and Bertrand Weidberg

In memory of Sara Christie Schewe  – Anne and Charlie Schewe

In honor of Paula and Andy Shoyer  – Barbar and Gary Libbin 

In honor of Cathy Silberman  – Laura Brem and Reuben Silverman

In honor of Julie Skolnick  – Judith and Richard Rosenbaum

In memory of Aron Sobel, Judy Pustil and Syd Kreaden
 – Susan and Martin Arbuck

In honor of Sol and Rochelle Sobel – Sue and Wayne Bizer

Congratulations to all the honorees  – Joan and Marvin Rosenberg
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Thank You
HONORARY COMMITTEE

U.S. Congress:
Senator Benjamin L. Cardin • Representative John K. Delaney • Representative 
Eliot Engel • Representative Alcee Hastings • Representative Eddie Bernice 
Johnson • Representative Hank Johnson • Representative Barbara Lee • 
Representative Nita   M. Lowey • Representative Chris Van Hollen

Ambassadors: 
H.E. Cyrille S. Oguin, Benin • H.E. Ambassador Hem Heng, Kingdom of 
Cambodia • H.E. Gary Doer, Canada • H.E. Roble Olhaye, Djibouti • H.E. 
Guðmundur Árni Stefánsson, Iceland • H.E. Jean Kamau, Chargé d’Affaires, 
Kenya • H.E. Simon Bekink, the Netherlands • H.E. Hunaina Sultan Ahmed Al-
Mughairy, Oman • H.E. Harold Forsyth, Peru • H.E. Ryszard Schnepf, Poland • 
H.E. Nuno Brito, Portugal • H.E.Bjorn Lyrvall, Sweden

DINNER COMMITTEE
Chairs: Andy and Paula Shoyer • Raffle Chair: Joan Rosenberg 
Danny and Susy Altmann • Mark and Melissa Arking • Paul Blank • David and 
Miriam Cohen • David Feinman and Stephanie Levy • Michael and Lisa Fisher 
• Nathan Fox and Elizabeth Singer • Jerry and Judy Frank • Deborah Gamson • 
Doug and Lisa Greenhaus • Paul and Nancy Hamburger • Michael Harrington 
• Kenny and Kathy Ingber • Howard and Trudy Jacobson • Mark and Joanne 
Jacobson • Meyer and Linda Katzper • Andy and Katey Koblenz • Fred and Judi 
Kranz  • Danny and Jocelyn Krifcher • Jonathan and Tammy Glatz Landy • Adam 
and Belinda Lehman • Steve and Sharon Lieberman • Stein Lundebye • Robert and 
Karen Meister • Johnnie Spicer and Lia Miller-Spicer • Randy and Lynn Morgan • 
Roger and Bashi Packer • Marvin Rosenberg • Evelyn Marcus-Wheeler • Colin and 
Audrey Winston • Alan and Susan Zuckerman

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Raffle Donors: Shadia Blanchard/Angel of the Nile, Sharon and Steve 
Lieberman, Mervis Diamond Importers, Lynn and Randy Morgan, Joan and 
Marvin Rosenberg, the Shalom Group, Tali Waksman, Mindy Weisel
Awards: Avi Ashery Consultants: Ted Besch, Lisa Fisher, Jill Myers
Catering: Signature Catering Volunteers: Bette Callet, Aliz Meszaros, Becky 
Silberman, Matthew Tettelbach

Our Mission:
ASIRT’s mission is to improve road safety for Americans and international 
travelers worldwide. 

ASIRT was founded in 1995 following the death of Aron Sobel, a twenty-
five year old medical student who was killed, along with twenty-two other 
passengers, in a bus crash in Turkey.
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We are grateful to the ASIRT Board of Directors, Officers 
& Members of the Advisory Board for their guidance and 
dedication to advance the mission and goals of ASIRT.

Founder and President
Rochelle Sobel

First Vice President
Judith Kranz

Vice Presidents
Daniel Brod
Linda Katzper
Andrew Koblenz
Steve Lieberman
H. Randall Morgan
Joan Rosenberg
Laurie Wexler

Secretary
Paul Blank

Of Counsel
Charles Wheeler

State Department Liaison
Lia Miller

Board of Directors
Judith R. Frank
Doug Greenhaus
Dr. Stephen Hargarten
Michael Harrington
Mark Jacobson
Sharon Lieberman
Stein Lundebye
Marvin Rosenberg
Dr. Elizabeth Singer
Susan Zuckerman

Advisory Board
Ambassador Marc Grossman
Ambassador Stuart Jones
Marje Lemmon, Yale University
Dr. Austin Moede
Honorable Charles Njonjo
Dr. Allan Silverstein
Dr. Solomon Sobel
Robert Wexler

ASIRT Kenya
Bright Oywaya,  
Executive Director

Staff
Executive Director
Cathy Silberman 
Director of Research
Bonnie Ramsey
Researchers/Writers
Elise Jaffe, Rebecca Ogle, 
Debra Bokur-Rawsthorne

Special Projects Manager 
Gayle Nadler 
International Program Manager
Marieannette Otero 
Director of Corporate 
Development
Julie F. Skolnick
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Our vision is to be a world class leader in road safety in the 
markets where we operate. Our objective is to reach Goal Zero: 
Eliminate all road fatalities and road transport incidents. 

We interact with members of the community in over 80 countries. 
We work with NGO’s, governments and communities to share our 
knowledge, experience and best practices.  

Shell applies 4 Life-Saving road safety rules to reinforce what our 
employees and contractor employees must follow to prevent 
injuries and fatalities. 

 Do not use your cell phone while driving (including hands-
free) and always abide with speed limits

 Do not use alcohol or drugs while working or driving

 Follow the prescribed journey management plans, adhere to 
driving hours and rest-breaks

<  Always wear your seat belt and ensure others do the same
 

For more information visit the Shell website:
http://www.shell.com/global/environment-society/safety/road-safety.html 
http://s00.static-shell.com/content/dam/shell/static/environment-society/
downloads/safety/roadsafety-brochure.pdf 
For queries, please contact  
Shell’s Global Road Safety Manager 
Mike Watson 
mike.watson@shell.com

Shell is Committed to Road Safety
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